This is copy that you can use to inform colleagues about the newly reformed qualifications – why not send it in an email or publish on your Intranet.

The government is making changes to post-16 education so that it is easier to understand the qualifications system and learners are better prepared for either skilled employment or further study. Newly reformed qualifications at level 3 and level 2 have been funded from August 2025 and 16-19 providers started delivering these newly approved qualifications from September 2025. We expect to see students applying to university with these qualifications in the next admissions cycle. 

Alternative Academic Qualifications (AAQs): these qualifications are primarily designed for learners aiming to progress to higher education. AAQs:
· Can be taken alongside A levels in mixed study programmes and provide a strong academic foundation for university entry.
· Are a blend academic and applied learning using various assessment methods to support individual needs.
· Have minimum 60% mandatory core content and 40% external assessment.
· Are available in subjects not typically covered by A Levels, providing a broader range of study areas.
· 
Reformed Technical Qualifications: these qualifications are based on employer-led occupational standards, these qualifications ensure they provide what industry needs. They offer:
· Hands-on, practical training that equip learners with job ready skills.
· Clear routes into key sectors, such as engineering, IT, healthcare and construction.
· Content that reflects the real-world skills that employers are seeking as they are based on employer led occupational standards.

For more detailed information, you can visit gov.uk Qualifications Reform 

