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About the Social Media toolkit

In 2024, The Department for Education published
newly reformed post-16 qualifications that will be
available to teach from 1 August 2025.

This resource has been created to help explain
Alternative Academic Qualifications (AAQs) and
Reformed Technical Qualifications as new post-
16 options to learners, parents and employers.

These social media assets provide content to:

Highlight and explain these newly reformed
gualifications

Be integrated into the communications activity
of education and training providers
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Further support for providers

We have developed a toolkit of resources (alongside this
resource) which includes:

1. Slide packs to use with teachers, parents, careers
professionals and learners

2. Awide selection of downloadable documents to explain the
new qualifications including route-by-route information,
information on occupational maps, curriculum pathways,
progression options and learner journeys

3. Landscape documents showing the qualification landscape
for levels 2 and 3 for 2025

4. Qualifications reform timeline download

5. Links to further support from T Levels and the Further
Education Commissioner

Click here to find out more
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/27110771103250-Qualifications-Reform-Toolkit

Things you can do:

Tell your network Use the resources we Share images on Share our mailing
about the newly have developed to social media that list sign up link
reformed support with explain about the with your

gualifications via implementation newly reformed contacts

your newsletters qualifications
or Intranet

Click here Click here Click here Click here
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/articles/27110771103250-Qualifications-Reform-Toolkit
https://forms.office.com/e/g8TNs3FXB6

Content package

This content package is designed to provide stakeholders with materials to explain more about the

newly reformed qualifications.

The materials are designed to act as a base that you can tailor as you see fit.

You’ll find the following content:

v Newsletter/web copy — copy you can include in your newsletter or on your Intranet or website

to explain more about Qualifications Reform and the newly reformed qualifications.

v' Employer letter copy- copy you can use to contact employers you work with to explain more

about Qualifications Reform and the newly reformed qualifications.

v Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for parents/carers and learners- share these FAQs with

parents/carers or adapt for your own setting.

v’ Explainers for parents/carers- download these leaflets for parents/carers that explain

reformed qualifications.
v’ Posters- download these posters and use them with learners and parents/carers.

v’ Social copy - social posts and assets you can share on your social feeds to explain more

about the newly reformed qualifications.

¥

Pe%%rtment v Sign up to our newsletter link— where to download a link to our website and newsletter.
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Newsletter/Web copy

This is copy that you can include in your newsletter or Intranet or on your website to help to explain the newly reformed qualifications.

The government is making changes to post-16 education so that it is easier to understand the qualifications system and learners are
better prepared for either skilled employment or further study. This year, newly reformed qualifications at levels 2 and 3 will begin to be
delivered and [INSERT WE/INSTITUTION NAME] will be delivering these newly approved qualifications from September 2025
including:

[DELETE AS APPROPRIATE]

Alternative Academic Qualifications (AAQs): these qualifications are primarily designed for learners aiming to progress to higher
education. AAQs:

* Can be taken alongside A levels in mixed study programmes and provide a strong academic foundation for university entry.
* Are a blend academic and applied learning using various assessment methods to support individual needs.

* Are available in subjects not typically covered by A Levels, providing a broader range of study areas. .

Reformed Technical Qualifications: these qualifications are based on employer-led occupational standards, these qualifications
ensure they provide what industry needs. They offer:

* Hands-on, practical training that equip learners with job ready skills.
* Clearroutes into key sectors, such as engineering, IT, healthcare and construction.

* Content that reflects the real-world skills that employers are seeking as they are based on employer led occupational standards.

Department

For more detailed information, you can visit gov.uk Qualifications Reform or [INSERT COLLEGE WEBSITE]
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https://www.instituteforapprenticeships.org/occupational-maps/
https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/sections/16829562632850-Qualifications-Reform

Employer letter copy

This is copy that you can send to employers, explaining Qualifications Reform and the new
gualifications you are teaching from the academic year 2025- Editable employer letter
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503936914

Parent/ carer and learner Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
document and assets

This FAQ document includes questions and answers that we expect parents and learners
may ask. This can be shared using social media assets or printed and used at open events
when promoting the new qualifications- FAQ Parents/ carers and learners
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27112259950098
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Parent explainers and assets

These documents include more detailed information about AAQs and Reformed Technical
Qualifications for parents. These can be shared via e-newsletters with links or printed and
used at open events when promoting the new qualifications.

e  AAQ leaflet

* Level 2 reformed Technical Qualifications leaflet

* Level 3 reformed Technical Qualifications leaflet

What are AAQs?

Studying an Alternative Academic
Qualification (AAQ) in September 2025
may be a great option for your child,
and a qualification they may not be
aware of yet.

Read on to learn more about AAQs and
to see if AAQs are the right route for
them.

AAQs are new qualifications that will be
available from 1 August 2025. They
offer an academic qualification with
elements of applied learning in a range
of subjects at level 3. AAQs also attract
UCAS tariff points.

AAQs have been mainly designed to
help your child to enter higher
education but can also prepare them
for apprenticeships and work. Your
child can study them after their GCSEs
and small AAQs range in size from 150~
450 guided learning hours (GLH). For
comparison an A level is 360 GLH.

Atleast 60% of the content covered by
an AAQ will be mandatory/set with
some AAQs offering optional modules
in addition to the core content. AAQs
also offer various assessment methods.
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Alternative
Academic
Qualifications
(AAQs) Guide for
Parents

Where do AAQs fit?

AAQs are level 3
qualifications, designed to be

studied alongside A levels.

What do AAQs offer?

Varied study options: AAQs are available
in subjects not usually covered by A levels,
fike Engineering, Medical and Applied
Science and Health and Social care,
providing a broader range of study areas.

Preparation for Higher Education: AAQs
desi

higher-level academic study, equipping
your child with the necessary knowledge
and skills for university courses.

Balance of academic and applied
learning: AAQs contain space for applied
learning as well as more traditional
academic learning, and they provide scope
for a variety of assessment methods,
further meeting your child's needs.

Where can AAQs take your child?

After studying an AAQ, your child could
progress to higher education, an
apprenticeship or into employment.

Flexible study combinations: your child
can study small AAQs alongside A levels,
aliowing for a more personalise
educational pathway.

SUBJECTS AVAILABLE:
Building and construction
Child development and well-being ‘/
Engineering 21N
Health & social care
ICT practitioners
Science

For further information and
support use the links below

Read the list of qualifications availabl

advice and guidance.

What are level 2 reformed
Technical Qualifications?

Level 2 reformed Technical
il too

Level 2 reformed

Where do Reformed Technical Qualification:

Technical Qualifications
fit? .

Guide for Parents

Level 2 reformed technical

ifications are the same

i
designed to provide a head start
towards the job your child wants. At
level 2 they are the same level as
GCSEs or other level 2 qualifications.

At level 2 there are two types of
reformed Technical Qualifications:

Technical Occupational Entry

led occupational standards at level 2,
0 you can be confident your child is

studying the skills, knowledge and

behaviours that employers need.

Technical additional specialist
qualifications build on the skills and

in ob For example,a specialist
qualification in hybrid vehicle
maintenance might build on a larger
automotive care qualification.

These qualifications are available for
16-19 learners and adults.

qualifications are based on employer

knowledge in an occupational standard,
allowing someone to specialise further

level as GCSEs.

What do level 2 reformed
Technical Qualifications offer?

Recognised by employers and lead directl
to skilled work: because reformed Technical
Qualifications are based on employer e
occupational standerds, they match up with the
skills that employers say they need for specific
jobs. So, if your child studies one of these
qualifications it may help them become more
employable in their chosen field.

Hands-on, practical leamning: unlike purely
academic courses, a reformed Technical

i s on real-world skils that
employers value. Your child willlearn by doing,
which is ideal if they prefer practical training
over theoretical study.

fications
Level 4/5 Higher

Level 6 Undergraduate

Level 3 Alevel/ T
Level 7+ Postgraduate study

' What are level 3 reformed

Technical Qualifications?

Choosing to study a reformed
Technical Qualification could be a great
decision depending on your child's
career goals and interests.

Read on to learn more about them.

Reformed Technical Qualifications are
new qualifications designed to provide
ahead start towards the job your child
wants. They can be studied after

GCSEs or other level 2 qualifications.

Technical Occupational Entry
qualifications are based on employer
led occupational standards, so you can
be confident your child is studying the
skills, knowledge and behaviours that
employers need.

Technical Additional Specialist
qualifications build on the skills and

a industries
such as engineering, health, and construction
have a growing demand for skille
Qualifications take your child? professionals. A reformed Technical
Qualification can give your child a direct route
into these sectors.
Alevel 2 reformed Technical Qualification 5
Lt e Pathway to career progression or further
could be a stepping stone to level 2 study: f your child decides they want to
qualifications or training, or directly into continue Studying, a reformed Technic:
St Qualification can be a stepping stone to a level
skilled work. qualification or training programme, or
directly into skilled work.

SUBJECTS AVAILABLE:

For further information and
support use the links below

Building and construction; Child development and
well-being; Engineering; Health & social care;
Manufacturing technologies; Nursing and subjects
and vocations allied to medicine, Sport, leisure and
recreation and Transportation operations and
maintenance.
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inan tional standard,
allowing someone to specialise further
in a job. For example, a specialist
qualification in early years nutrition
might build on a larger early years
practitioner qualification.

For 16-19 learners, level 3 Reformed
Technical Qualifications are only

available in non-T Level areas. T Levels
are the large qualification of choice for
16-19 learners and are available in over
20 subject areas.

. AVAILABLE

Where do reformed

Technical Qualifications fit?

Level 3 reformed Technical
Qualifications are the same
level as T Levels, A levels and
AAQs.

Technical
Qualifications
Level 4/5 Higher

Technical Qual
Level 6 Undergraduate

Level 3 Alevel/ T
Level/ AAQs/ Reformed

Level 7+ Postgraduate study

Where can reformed Technical
Qualifications take your child?

After studying a reformed Technical
Qualification your child could progress to
into skilled work, university, or an
apprenticeship at a higher level.

SUBJECTS AVAILABLE:

Building and construction, Child development and
well-being, Engineering, Health & social care, ICT
practitioners, Medicine and dentistry, Nursing and

subjects and vocations allied to medicine, Science,
Sport, leisure and recreation and Transportation
operations and maintenance

Technical Quali

Recognised by employers and lead direct!
to skill

Qualifications are based on employer e
occupational standards, they match up with the
skills that employers say they need for specific
jobs. So, if your child studies one of these
qualifications it may help them become more
employable in their chosen fiel

Pathw:
stu

cor
Qualification can
education and training (such as a dey

ap
Qualification) as wel

Level 3 reformed
Technical Qualifications

Guide for Parents

What do level 3 reformed
cations offer?

ed work: because reformed Technical

Hands-on, practical learning: unlike purely

demic courses, a reformed Technical

Qualification focuses on real-world skills that

loyers value. Your child will learn by doing

which is ideal if they prefer practical training
over theoretical study.

Dermand for skilled workers: many industries,
such as engineering, digital, health, an
construction have a growing demand for skilled
professionals. A reformed Technical
Qualification can give your child a direct route
into these sectors.

to career progression or further
if your child decides they want to

e studying a reformed Technical
& a stepping stone to higher
gree

ticeship or Higher Technical
s into skilled work.

For further information and
support use the links below.

Visit National Careers Service for careers
advice and guidance.


https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27112259957138
https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27112259964306
https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27112259954322

Posters: Where do reformed qualifications fit?

These posters include information about AAQs and Reformed Technical Qualifications for parents/carers
and learners, others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.

This can be shared on your website or printed and used at open events when promoting the new
gualifications.

Download the images here
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e WHAT ARE AAQS?

WHERE DO REFORMED
QUALIFICATIONS FIT?

S At level 3, Alternative Academic
Qualifications (AAQs) and Reformed

Technical Qualifications are the same level as At level 2, Reformed Technical

Qualifications are the same level
as GCSEs.

typically covered by A Levels,
providing a broader range of
study areas.

e Offer a blend of academic and

applied learning

! .  Designed to be studied
Department
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alongside A levels



https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Posters: What do Alternative Academic Qualifications offer?

These posters include information about AAQs and Reformed Technical Qualifications for
parents/carers, learners and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.

This can be shared on your website or printed and used at open events when promoting the new
gualifications.

Download the images here

s
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WHAT DO ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS (AAQS) OFFER?

WHAT DO ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS (AAQS) OFFER?

Varied study options: AAQs are learning: AAQs contain space for

available in subjects not typically applied learning as well as more

covered by A Levels, providing a

traditional academic learning.

broader range of study areas.
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Posters: What are Reformed Technical Qualifications?

These posters include information about AAQs and Reformed Technical Qualifications for
parents/carers, learners and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.

This can be shared on your website or printed and used at open events when promoting the new
gualifications.

Download the images here
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WHAT ARE REFORMED TECHNICAL WHAT ARE TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS? OCCUPATIONAL ENTRY

QUALIFICATIONS?

Based on employer-led occupational -\1: =
standards, these qualifications ensure * Available at levels 2 and 3 from 1 '{k{ d \.
alignment with industry needs. 7_ August 2025 J -

* Based on employer-led occupatlona‘n'g’k
They offer: i ' ‘ standards, so these qualifications 1
t B ensure alignment with industry ¥

needs. ./ :

e Hands-on, practical training that
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Posters: What do Reformed Technical Qualifications offer?

These posters include information about AAQs and Reformed Technical Qualifications for
parents/carers, learners and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.

This can be shared on your website or printed and used at open events when promoting the new
gualifications.

Download the images here
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WHAT DO REFORMED
TECHNICAL WHAT DO REFORMED ’ WHAT DO REFORMED
TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS TECHNICAL QUALIFICATIONS QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?
9 .
OFFER? OFFER:

WHAT DO REFORMED
TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?

sectors like Engineering, "%
Health, Construction and

career progression or

further study.
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Social copy: Reformed Qualifications levels 2 and 3 - aimed at explaining these qualifications
to learners, parents and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.

Copy Image

Want to find out more about level 3 reformed qualifications? | ¥# W WHERE DO REFORMED

QUALIFICATIONS FIT?

Information is available on Gov.uk on qualifications that we will be
teaching from September 2025. Gl (has
Visit (INSERT WEBSITE) or contact us [INSERT CONTACT DETAILS]
to find out more #reformedqualifications #AAQs
#reformedtechnicalqualifications

Want to find out more about level 2 reformed qualifications?

Information is available on Gov.uk on qualifications that we will
be teaching from September 2025.

At level 2, Reformed Technical

Visit (INSERT WEBSITE) or contact us [INSERT CONTACT IR 0 cstions.creuthic semclovel
DETAILS] to find out more #reformedtechnicalqualifications

¥
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o1 Education Download the images here



https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Social copy: Alternative Academic Qualifications (AAQs) — aimed at explaining these
qualifications to learners, parents and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.
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Copy

Want to find out more about AAQs?

Information is available on Gov.uk about new qualifications that
we will be teaching from September 2025. Visit [INSERT

WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT CONTACT DETAILS] to find out
more #reformedqualifications #AAQs

What do AAQs offer? AAQs offer subjects not typically covered
by A levels- we are offering an AAQ in [INSERT SUBJECT/S] from
September 2025. Visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT
CONTACT DETAILS] to find out more #AAQs

Download the images here

Image

|ﬁ
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WHAT ARE AAQS?

sssssssss

WHAT DO ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS (AAQS) OFFER?

R — |

Varied study optioﬁs: AAQs are

available in subjects not typically
covered by A Levels, providing a

broader range of study areas.



https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27111963757714

Social copy: Alternative Academic Qualifications (AAQs) —aimed at aimed at explaining these
qualifications to learners, parents and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.

Copy

What do AAQs offer? AAQs are designed to help you progress to
HE- we will be teaching AAQs in [INSERT SUBJECT/S] from
September 2025. To find out more visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or
contact us [INSERT CONTACT DETAILS] #AAQs #reformedquals

What do AAQs offer? AAQs combine academic and applied .

learning- we are offering an AAQ in [INSERT DETAILS] from s ) e gt
September 2025. Visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT i
CONTACT DETAILS] to find out more #AAQs #reformedquals

Department -
o1 Education Download the images here



https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682
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Socials stories:

Reformed
WHERE DO REFORMED Qualifications _
QUALIFICATIONS FIT? aimed at
—R explaining these
Yo Qualifications (AAQs) and Reformed ;“‘1- At level 2, Reformed Technical qualifications to
echnical Qualifications are the same level as D Qualifications are the same level
et et gl L i D g inig learners, parents
and others

interested in post-
16 qualifications
reform.

Download the images here



https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Socials stories: AAQs — aimed at explaining these qualifications to

learners, parents and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform.
Download the images here
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WHAT ARE AAQS?

higher education

e Available in subjects not typically
covered by A Levels, providing a
broader range of study areas.

e Offer a blend of academic and
applied learning

¢ Designed to be studied alongside

A levels
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WHAT DO ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS (AAQS) OFFER?

Preparation for Higher Education:
AAQs are designed to support
progression to higher-level academic
study, equipping you with the
necessary knowledge and skills for

university courses.
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WHAT DO ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS (AAQS) OFFER?

Varied study options: AAQs are
available in subjects not typically

covered by A Levels, providing a

o
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WHAT DO ALTERNATIVE ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS (AAQS) OFFER?



https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Social copy: Reformed Technical Qualifications— aimed at aimed at explaining these
qualifications to learners, parents and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform (1)
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Copy
What are Reformed Technical Qualifications?
We will be teaching [INSERT SUBJECT/S] in September 2025 which
offers learning hands-on, real-world skills that employers value.
Visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT CONTACT DETAILS]
to find out more #reformedqualifications #technicalquals

What are Technical Occupational Entry Qualifications?
Find out more- visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT
CONTACT DETAILS] to find out more #reformedqualifications
#technicalquals

What are Technical Occupational Additional Specialist
Qualifications?

Find out more- visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT
CONTACT DETAILS] to find out more #reformedqualifications

#technicalquals
A Download the images here

Image
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WHAT ARE REFORMED
TECHNICAL QUALIFICATIONS?

WHAT ARE TECHNICAL
OCCUPATIONAL ENTRY
QUALIFICATIONS?


https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Social copy: Reformed Technical Qualifications— aimed at aimed at explaining these
qualifications to learners, parents and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform. (2)

Copy Image

Department

What do Reformed Technical Qualifications offer? WHAT DO REFORMED

TECHNICAL QUALIFICATIONS
We will be teaching [INSERT SUBJECT/S] in September 2025 which OFFER?
offer hands-on, practical learning and real-world skills that
employers value. Visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT
CONTACT DETAILS] to find out more #reformedqualifications
#technicalquals

Education

What do Reformed Technical Qualifications offer? T

TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?

Reformed Technical Qualifications offer a direct route into in demand
sectors. Find out more- visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us
[INSERT CONTACT DETAILS] to find out more
#reformedqualifications #technicalquals
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tor Education Download the images here


https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Social copy: Reformed Technical Qualifications— aimed at aimed at explaining these
qualifications to learners, parents and others interested in post-16 qualifications reform (3)

Copy Image
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What do Reformed Technical Qualifications offer? ’ S e (IR T

TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?

Because they’re based on occupational standards, Reformed
Technical Qualifications offer what employers say they need. Visit
[INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT CONTACT DETAILS] to
find out more #reformedqualifications #technicalquals

What do Reformed Technical Qualifications offer?

Reformed Technical Qualifications offer a pathway into skilled work. WHAT DO REFORMED
. . . TECHNICAL QUALIFICATIONS
Find out more- visit [INSERT WEBSITE] or contact us [INSERT

OFFER?

CONTACT DETAILS] to find out more #reformedqualifications 1
#technicalquals -

ol
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L

A pathway to skilled work, ?

Department : further study.
for Education Download the images here

career progression or ;


https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Socials stories: Reformed Technical Qualifications — aimed at explaining
these qualifications to learners, parents and others interested in post-
16 qualifications reform (1)

WHAT DO REFORMED
TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?

W il e
Hands-on, practical learning

and real-world skills that

employers value. E—

&
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WHAT DO REFORMED
TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?

T

U
A direct route into in demand
sectors like Engineering,
Health, Construction and
Digital.

o
t
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WHAT DO REFORMED
TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?

Y ‘\

They align with the skills that

employers say they need for

specific jobs.
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Download the images here
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WHAT DO REFORMED
TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS OFFER?

career progression or

further study.


https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Socials stories: Reformed Technical Qualifications — aimed at explaining these
qualifications to learners, parents and and others interested in post-16 qualifications

reform (2) Download the images here

WHAT ARE TECHNICAL
OCCUPATIONAL ENTRY
QUALIFICATIONS?

WHAT ARE REFORMED TECHNICAL
QUALIFICATIONS?

Based on employer-led occupational

standards, these qualifications ensure

Al

August 2025 - ”

e Based on employer-led occupat‘ional
standards, so these qualifications
ensure alignment with industry needs.

They offer: e Hands-on, practical training that

* Hands-on, practical qualifications that equip

equip learners with job ready skills

learners with job ready skills. Available in key sectors such as

e Clear routes into key sectors, such as engineering, Engineering, Health and Digital
IT, healthcare and construction.
e Content that reflects the real-world skills that

employers are seeking.
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/article_attachments/27120503937682

Want to know more?

If you want to request any additional information, please contact:

qualifications.reform@education.gov.uk
To find out more visit: Qualifications Reform webpages

Click to access all of the resources in the Provider Toolkit [insert link when

ready]
Sign up to our mailing list for regular updates
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https://support.tlevels.gov.uk/hc/en-gb/sections/16829562632850-Qualifications-Review
https://forms.office.com/e/g8TNs3FXB6
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