LEVEL 2 POST-16 QUALIFICATION LANDSCAPE 2025-2026 (Non-technical)
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Non-
technical
qgualifications

Primarily to

support
progression to
further study at
level 3.

[ Funding ] [

Level 2 qualification types ]

16-19 and
adult
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General Certificate in Secondary Education (GCSEs) Grades 9-4 or A*-C.

Other level 2 qualifications: level 2 award, level 2 certificate, level 2 diploma, level 2 ESOL, level 2
essential skills, level 2 functional skills, level 2 national certificate, level 2 national diploma, level 2 NVQ,
music grades 4 and 5.

Find out more about Level 2 qualifications available.
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KI’ Level Foundation Year (TLEY): This is a study programme aimed at supporting progressiontoa T
Level and is not a qualification type, however it may include a qualification.

The purpose of the T Level foundation year is to help students develop a broad range of knowledge, skills
and behaviours that will help them to progress onto and succeed on a T Level in their chosen occupational

Kroute. j

This diagram represents the landscape for the academic year 2025-26. &
The Curriculum Assessment Review is currently considering how to strengthen 16-19 provision and will report in Autumn 2025. Department

for Education


https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/t-level-foundation-year-framework-for-delivery/t-level-foundation-year-framework-for-delivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/curriculum-and-assessment-review

LEVEL 2 POST-16 QUALIFICATION LANDSCAPE 2025-2026 (Technical)
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Tech_n_lcal_ Occupational Entry: Covers the knowledge, skills and behaviours (KSBs) against an occupational
qualifications standard and leads to as close to occupational competence in that area as can be achieved in a
Primarily classroom-based setting.
designed to 16-19 and " . - . _— e
support adult Additional Specialist: Specialist technical qualifications where students can specialise in their
progression to . occupational area.
Skilled g - - - - - -
employment/ These qualifications have been approved for first teaching from September 2025 in a limited range of
further technical occupational areas: Construction, Early Years Education, Engineering and Manufacturing, and Health
trainina. and Science.
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Level 2 Apprenticeship
For learners seeking practical, work-based training, apprenticeships offer an alternative based on the
same occupational standards as occupational entry qualifications.
This diagram represents the landscape for the academic year 2025-26. ﬁ

The Curriculum Assessment Review is currently considering how to strengthen 16-19 provision and will report in Autumn 2025. Déhartment
for Education



https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/curriculum-and-assessment-review
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